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Section A-II/2 

Mandatory minimum requirements for certification or masters and chief mates on ships of 500 gross 
tonnage or more 

Standard of competence 

1 Every candidate for certification as master or chief mate of ships of 500 gross tonnage or more shall 
be required to demonstrate the competence to undertake at the management level, the tasks, duties and 
responsibilities listed in column 1 of table A-II/2. 

2 The minimum knowledge, understanding and proficiency required for certification is listed in 
column 2 of table A-II/2. This incorporates, expands and extends in depth the subjects listed in column 2 of 
table A-II/1 fox officers in charge of a navigational watch. 

3 Bearing in mind that the master has ultimate responsibility for the safety of the ship, its passengers, 
crew and cargo, and for the protection of the marine environment against pollution by the ship and that a 
chief mate shall be in a position to assume that responsibility at any time, assessment in these subjects shall 
be designed to test their ability to assimilate all available information that affects the safely of the ship, its 
passengers, crew or cargo, or the protection of the marine environment. 

4 The level of knowledge of the subjects listed in column 2 of table A-II/2 shall be sufficient to enable 
the candidate to serve in the capacity of master or chief mate. 

5 The level of theoretical knowledge, understanding and proficiency required under the different 
sections in column 2 of table A-II/2 may be varied according to whether the certificate is to be valid for ships 
of 3,000 gross tonnage or more or for ships of between 500 gross tonnage and 3,000 gross tonnage. 

6 Training and experience to achieve the necessary level of theoretical knowledge, understanding and 
proficiency shall take into account the relevant requirements of this part and the guidance given in part B of 
this Code. 

7 Every candidate for certification shall beaequired to provide evidence of having achieved the 
required standard of competence in accordance with the methods for demonstrating competence and criteria 
for evaluating competence tabulated in columns 3 and 4 of table A-II/2. 

Near-coastal voyages 

8 An Administration may issue a certificate restricted to service on ships engaged exclusively on 
near-coastal voyages and, for the issue of such a certificate, may exclude such subjects as are not applicable 
to the waters or ships concerned, bearing in mind the effect on the safety of all ships which may be operating 
in the same waters. 
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CRITERIA FOR EVALUATING 
COMPETENCE 


The likely weather conditions predicted for a 
determined period are based on all available 
information j 

Actions taken to maintain safety of navigation 
minimize any risk to safety of the ship 

Reasons for intended action are backed by 
statistical data and observations of the actual 
weather conditions 


METHODS FOR DEMONSTRATING 
COMPETENCE 


Examination and assessment of evidence 
obtained from one or more of the following: 

. I approved in-service experience 

,2 approved laboratory equipment 
training 


KNOWLEDGE, UNDERSTANDING AND 
PROFICIENCY 


Ability to understand and interpret a synoptic 
chart and to forecast area weather, taking into 
account local weather conditions and information 
received by weather fax 

Knowledge of the characteristics of various 
weather systems, including tropical revolving 
storms and avoidance of storm centres and the 
dangerous quadrants 

Knowledge of ocean current systems 

Ability to calculate tidal conditions 

Use all appropriate navigational publications on 
tides and currents 


COMPETENCE 


Forecast weather and 


ocean ographic conditions 
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